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Final Conference.  Conclusions  and sugestions.
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BS-ERA.NET project ended on 31 December 2012. The future actives have in a view the 2nd Joint Call and dissemination of the project results, especially to put in practice the BSRP.   
In the meantime the monitoring of implementation of Project Join Call will continue until the end of all funded project. During the Final Conference all partners have suggested to continue the collaboration in Black Sea region.Below are presented several opinions about future development of the project 
BSEC representative, Ambassador Aliosha Nedelcev get impressed about the work done within the BS-ERA.NET project and he recommended the continuation of the project.  The commitments under the BSEC Summit Declaration (Istanbul, June 2012) should be translated into practice in order to insure a sustainable development in the region by implementing the strategy on environmental protection and energy efficiency. Therefore the results of the project have to be disseminated broadly outside of the consortium of the project, among the relevant regional organizations (BSEC, Black Sea Commission) and the decision making national authorities for their consideration and taking appropriate actions. 
The BSEC Working Group on Science and Technology is preparing a meeting of the BSEC ministers in charge of S&T as well as the BSEC-EU Conference. The scientific community of the region could take this opportunity and participate actively in the preparation of the relevant political decisions, including on the modalities for a future multilateral cooperation on S&T following the fulfillment of the BS-ERA.NET project.

· EU Commission representative, Mr. Gediminas Ramanauskas pointed out that the cooperation between EU and BS region is on the right track. BSEC event is gone to be high level event and will give the opportunity to cooperate in S&T. There will be more opportunities for EU partners, Danube Region and Black Sea Region. BS region must be included in INCO programme. BS region was not in this call for INCO. On 2014 a decision must be taken to include BS region.
· Ukraine cannot specify a concrete position, believing that they will agree on;
· Azerbaijan agree with future collaboration, attended PJC was a success; the collaboration resulted in a series of papers that were published as results obtained in BS-ERA.NET logo;
· Italy Agro-food and bio-food create a sustainable food system. It is necessary to introduce as priority the cultural heritage of the Black Sea region to improve the quality of life;
· Moldova is opened for any future collaboration:
· Malta proposed to form a Task Force of 3-4 people as a group initiative to promote BSRP and / or to identify other opportunities for cooperation (INCO work program) to be promoted by the current consortium, who must be actively maintained?
· Romania have all the tools necessary to promote in short-term multinational cooperation after a similar scheme with existing bilateral cooperation. A Task Force would be necessary. In what concern a long-term cooperation, to launch collaborative proposals in accordance with Article 185 (similar to what exists on the Baltic Sea) would be very timely, but success requires a longer time; A voice of BS region must be heard at political level.  
· Germany wait for approval and imminent launch of Horizon 2020 and we fit on initiatives that suit us and until then approve of the idea to form an initiative group to keep active network already established. After launching Horizon 2020, should be good to organize in Brussels a meeting between people who can decide on an approach to future collaboration; Core group/ Secretariat to keep the network on line. 
· France will not participate in joint calls in the future as there is no more budget for such actions. However, CNRS may participate through some scientific experts the management of any initiative, within bilateral actions or the next INCO-NET with Eastern Partnership.  If a Task Force is set up, CNRS would like to be involved. 
· Greece has a long lasting tradition of successful bilateral cooperation with the countries of the Black Sea region. The benefits of multilateral cooperation are also highly appreciated. The Pilot Joint Call launched in this project was a very useful action. It would be constructive to maintain the network of cooperation created during this project and look for any opportunity that will allow the continuation of cooperation in the area with new means, especially when “Horizon 2020” will be launched.
· Georgia: BS-ERA.NET project was the most important experience who allowed to the Georgian’s researchers to collaborate with EU countries ad share experience with researchers from these countries. Expressed continued; 

· Armenia sustain the continuation of the project and declared that Armenia can allow the amount of  300 000 Euro as state allocation. 
· Turkey considers that priority should be promoted BSRP agrees with the formation of a Task Force and he offers to drive him; FP7 is ended and only on 2014 BS region can participate. Is very important to establish BSRP in protocol terms, to implement Joint Call and to convince EU Commission to join to this effort. Express the readiness to host the Ministerial meeting. The existing S&T within BSEC is not enough. We can create a Working Group in Green Energy. Do not miss the train again on 2014!

Italian partner ENEA have submittewd to the attention of the partners the following proposal: 
This document represents a proposal of ENEA for thematic priorities within the future BS-ERA.NET PLUS project.
Two main thematic priorities for collaboration look very attractive, both of which are characteristic for the culture and traditions of Black Sea and Mediterranean regions and also in line with current and future EU programmes, such as Horizon 2020. 
First, the thematic area of Cultural Heritage. The Black Sea area is full of art 
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Unesco sites in the Black Sea area,cultural,   natural and mixed. (source whc.unesco.org)
treasures like archeological sites, mosaics, churches, masques, mural paintings, icons and so on. Such Cultural Heritage should be preserved and therefore new advanced technologies for conservation and restoration are needed. ENEA, with the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage has won a Twinning project to support the creation the new Agency of Cultural Heritage of Georgia. As already mentioned in the last BS-ERA.net newsletter (issue 8 July-December 2012)   dr. Maino from ENEA, organized in Ravenna (Italy) the annual congress of the Italian Association for Central Asian and Caucasian studies, ASIAC, that promotes the Cultural and scientific knowledge exchanges and collaborations between Italy and Caucasian countries. They are working in this field and they would like to recall that Italy had many exchanges with BS area since very old times (XI-XII centuries) according to Venetian trades and contacts.
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Second, the thematic area of agro-food and bio-based economy. 
Historically the countries of the BS Region have rich culture and traditions in agriculture and food, as well as in biochemistry, which are common also to the Mediterranean region. ENEA is actively participating within the European Technology Platform Food for Life and the Italian National AgriFood Cluster. They have various on-going initiatives aimed at creation of sustainable food systems, for example, sustainable management of agri-food residues (e.g. functional food, cosmetics, agro-energy). Therefore topics related to sustainability of contemporary food production and consumption systems and bio-based economy could be a general thematic line of mutual interest.  It is worth remarking that a close relationship between food and cultural heritage exist and very recently the Mediterranean diet has been recognized by UNESCO as a world patrimony of the humanity.
Cultural Heritage and Food: these are fields where it is possible to create true multilateral projects with Italian participation.
These subjects can further improve the quality of life, the tourism-related activities and the economy of the BS countries.
Such thematic areas can provide added value and links to other EU programmes since they include specific areas like Mediterranean and Black Sea with countries not present within the BS.ERA-NET consortium or within EU. 


image4.png




image1.png
By,

BS-ERA.NET




image2.png
JSamara

Voronezh  saraton
5 Saratov,

Volgograd
“Rostov

Seaof
Azov

Black Sea

rsa yAnkara

TURKEY

Konya'

Adana

erraneanSea

I —




image3.png




