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__________________
30.11.2009
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__________________
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__________________
30.11.2009
I. PROGRAMME OF VISIT
Day 1, 9 November 2009

1. Presentations of Italian Programme Owners

The following Italian POs were presented following the structure of the country reports: 

· Ministry of Education, University and Research (MIUR) with the Applied Research Fund and its fund opening practices in thematic ERA-NETs. MIUR is 
· the most important R&D Policy maker and POs in Italy responsible for basic and applied research (all thematic fields are covered). 

Mr. Aldo COVELLO presented the Fund, named FIRST, created in 2007, that includes the following instruments:

- FAR: Fund for the support of (Applied) Research (44M€ for international programmes);

       -  FIRB: Fund for investments in Basic Research;
 -  PRIN: Fund for the support of project of special national interest.
· Institute of Industrial Promotion /Ministry of Economic Development and two of its funds for industrial research and technology transfer. Were presented the following programs:

1. The Fund for Technological Innovation (FIT), which supports pre-competitive development projects;
2. “Industry 2015”, a comprehensive industrial policy programme conceived to drive technology innovation in 5 strategic areas strongly impacting on national industrial development (energy efficiency, sustainable mobility, life technologies, “made in Italy” and cultural heritage);
3. The National Operative Programme for Research and Competitiveness in Convergence Objective Regions 2007-2013. 
Also was presented the very useful experience of IIP’s participation as “programme manager”, along with the Ministry of Economic Development acting as “programme owner”, in the EUROTRANS-BIO and CORNET projects (FP7, ERANET scheme).

· Central European Initiative with its Trieste-based S&T Network. Two of the CEI programmes were presented: CERES and Cooperation Fund. Were presented:
· CERES fellowships

· The CEI Cooperation Fund;

· The CEI Climate Fund; 

· The Italian Trust Fund at the EBRD;

· The CEI Know-How Exchange Programme (KEP).
· Ministry of Environment and its activities and projects in East Europe (and BS region in particular). 

Was presented the Task Force for Central and Eastern Europe.
2. Presentations of the R&D systems of Armenia, Georgia and Moldova by Tigran Arzumanyan, Archil Motsonelidze, Sergiu Porcescu

3. Round table session: participants included representatives of all Italian POs, the visiting delegations, CNR and ENEA. The discussion had two main topics: 

· Identification of specific thematic fields of common interest (for the participating countries);
· Identification of programmes and programme-setting up options (for the participating countries). Here it was mentioned by MIUR , IPI and CNR that the main problems in aligning existing programmes are related to programme management issues (timing of call and of different call management phases; evaluation practices), while strategic issues related to objectives, thematic fields, priorities, beneficiaries are easier since most of existing programmes are already internationally oriented and aligned with FP7 on this levels.  Armenia point out that bi-lateral programmes could be problematic since even if bi-lateral agreements exists many of them do not have funding and are in practice non-active. 

The outcome of the discussion was: 

· List of priorities: water management and water treatment; cultural heritage; megacities considered as integrated system (including issues related to hazards such as earthquakes; pollution; transport management; food chain; etc.); hazards mitigation; adaptation to climate change; biotechnology (all possible sub-topics are considered: biotechnology in industry, in medicine, in agriculture, for the environment); green technologies for production of energy with particular emphasis on solar (photovoltaic and thermodynamic), geothermal, bio-fuel, wind, and related topics in energy efficiency. 
· Funding mechanisms:

· Italy: can fund the call through opening of existing national programmes (three such programmes were identified by MIUR and MSE), and a cooperation fund programme of CEI;

· Armenia: there is only one national programme, the easiest way to fund the call is to set-up a new programme which to follow the rules of the BSRP and the call. This is possible with SCS and the issue has been already checked (in order to provide the info in the country report).  The point is to set-up directly a multi.-lateral programme instead of going into bi-lateral agreements with all the BS countries (and other EC countries). Thus programme fact sheets of existing national programmes of Armenia are not to be included in the country report. 

· Georgia: it is both possible to set-up a new programme (like in Armenia) and opening existing national programmes (like in Italy). Existing programmes which can be opened for the call need to be described in the programme fact sheets of the country report. Indication of the possibility of setting-up a new multilateral programme to fund the BS.ERA-NET project needs to be given in part B of the programme report. 

· Moldova: we pledge for launching a special call for BS region, in order to avoid the misunderstandings linked with the changes of the existing national programs. In this context, the Moldovan side would consider to allocate financial contribution to co/fund the participation of Moldovan research groups in this programme. A legal framework (an Agreement or Memorandum) is needed.
Day 2, 10 November 2009
During this day a visit to the ENEA research centre of Casaccia was organized. The delegation had meeting with the representatives of In.Bio, Biotechnology Incubator, the Spin-off ENEA Yilichron (Technologies for Computing Systems Design) – Dr. Stefano CANESE and Dr. Vittorio ROSATO. Were also visited several laboratories of ENEA (bio-technologies, laser physics, test facility for solar thermodynamic electrical energy production, system for the water quality analysis). 

II. INFORMATION ON R&D PROGRAMMES OF THE HOST INSTITUTION
	Name of Programme
	Detailed fact sheet (Yes/No)

	Ministry of Education, University and Research (MIUR)
· FAR: Fund for the support of (Applied) Research;

· FIRB: Fund for investments in Basic Research;
· PRIN: Fund for the support of project of special national interest;
	No

	Institute of Industrial Promotion /Ministry of Economic Development
· The Fund for Technological Innovation (FIT);
· “Industry 2015”;
· The National Operative Programme for Research and Competitiveness in Convergence Objective Regions 2007-2013.
	No

	Central European Initiative

· CERES fellowships;
· The CEI Cooperation Fund;

· The CEI Climate Fund; 

· The Italian Trust Fund at the EBRD;

· The CEI Know-How Exchange Programme (KEP).
	No


III. IDENTIFICATION OF GOOD PRACTICE PROGRAMME
Speaking about good practices for the future BS multilateral call we could mention the new initiative launched by the European Council – Joint Programming
, which was presented during our visit by the representative of the MIUR. This Communication identifies three essential stages that make up the life cycle of research programmes:

· development of a common vision;

· adoption of a Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) with specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-based (SMART) objectives;

· implementation of the SRA with the support of national research instruments (national and regional programmes, intergovernmental research organisations and collaborative schemes, research infrastructures, Mobility schemes, etc.). European Union funding and instruments can be used through the 7th Framework Programme.

The areas selected must meet the following criteria:

· correspond to a socio-economic or environmental challenge on a European or worldwide scale;

· be publicly funded;

· give added value to research work whose dimension transcends the individual capacity of a Member State;

· allow clear and realistic objectives to be defined. 

Some useful practices can be also identified within EUROTRANS-BIO (funded in the frame of the ERA-NET scheme of FP7), which brings together 12 European member states and regions to work together in order to support trans-national R&D private/private and private/public co-operations between biotech firms, mainly SMEs. From 2004 to 2009 ETB has launched four joint calls (81 cooperative R&D&I projects). 

CORNET
 (Collective Research Networking), an ERA-NET project aimed at implementing information exchange and collaboration among national and regional programmes for collective research. 21 ministries and agencies in 17 EU countries and regions takes part in this project. Since 2005 Cornet has launched 8 joint calls for the selection of trans-national collective R&D projects.
IV. GENERAL REMARKS TO THE VISIT
Generally speaking, the visit was very useful for our delegation. First of all we became familiar with the Italian R&D system, main program owners and programs that are open for international participation presented by them. As a first result of our visit we can mention that we are negotiating now with the National Council for Research from Italy a joint call of projects. 

From the point of view of the BS-ERA.NET project, we had a very useful exchange of views concerning the design of the future call and here the experience of the Italian PO was interesting and suggestive.
The exercise of identifying common topics for the Call, undertaken within the round table, proved the need for large consultative process with all the beneficiaries from the BS region.  There is a need of assuring a synergy with the already existing instruments.
� Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions of 15 July 2008: “Towards Joint Programming in Research: Working together to tackle common challenges more effectively” [COM(2008) 468 final – Not published in the Official Journal].


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cornet-era.net/introduction_9th_call.html" ��http://www.cornet-era.net/introduction_9th_call.html� 
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