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Task 1.3 :

Short term Visits Report
(to be completed by visiting institution)

	Visiting Institution 
	1. National Academy of Sciences, Armenia, Tigran Arzumanyan
2.State Committee of Science, Armenia, Ashot Khandanyan

	Host Institution
	ENEA, Italy, Massimo Iannetta, Stefania Bassini, Milena Stefanova

	Start / End of Visit
	07.11.2009 / 12.11.2009

	
	

	Date and signature of Visitor


	20/11/2009 Tigran Arzumanyan
20/11/2009 Ashot Khandanyan



1. Programme of Visit
Please summaries you activities during the visit. Indicate which institution(s) and person(s) you met and which topics you discussed.
The objective of the visit was exchanging detailed information regarding existing national, regional and international R&D programmes in Italy, discussing possibilities and modes of setting-up joint programme within BS_ERA Net Project and identifying thematic priorities of such programme based on mutual interests and available capacity. 

The first day of the visit programme included presentations of representatives of Italian POs on existing programmes and its international dimensions, as well as presentations of visiting partners on RTDI systems in their respective countries (For more information regarding present representatives of Italian POs and presentations please see the visit minutes and presentations). 

Arzumanyan presented the presentation prepared jointly by NAS and SCS  on R&D and innovation System in Armenia where it was clearly stated the interest of SCS, the Armenian PO, to participate in setting up a joint programme within BS-ERA Net Project.  
The first-day agenda also included Round Table Session during which more detailed discussions were held regarding existing programmes, new programme setting up options and possible thematic areas of joint programme (For more information on participants please see the minutes). 
During discussion it was stated by Armenian delegation members that, out of prior discussion with Armenian PO, for Armenia the only acceptable option is setting up a new program with interested BS-ERA Net partners focusing on thematic areas of mutual interest, unlike Italy where more suitable seems to be opening up of existing national programmes for external participation (MIUR and MSE). Based on existing in Armenia research priorities and potential the following thematic areas were suggested for joint call: Environment (water management and wastewater treatment, soil remediation, sustainable fishery, natural hazards), biotechnology, photovoltaic and renewable energy sources, cultural heritage. 

It was also discussed the joint call implementation possible mechanism, including project evaluation and selection. Possible options might be joint pool of experts or country-level selection. It was decided that this issues need to be further elaborated based on concrete set of participating countries.    

The second day of the programme included visit to ENEA research centre of Cassaccia. The following labs have been visited:

1. Department of Biotechnologies, Agro-industry and Health Protection 

Get acquainted with activities of the department in the field of genomics and proteomics of plants of agronomic interest, desertification mitigation including development of methods, technologies and processes for mitigation, environmental management including management of aquatic ecosystems. It has been discussed possibilities for cooperation with adequate Armenian research institutes, in particular, Institute of Hydroecology and Ichthyology of NAS RA.  

2. Department of Advanced Physical Technologies and New Materials (Dr. Antonio Palucci) 

We were introduced to the activities and available facilities of the department and projects carried out by the department with applied results in the field of laser physics.

3. Test Facility for Solar Thermodynamic Energy Production

We were introduced to activities and facilities of the centre towards development of new technology to efficiently convert solar energy into high temperature heat. 

4.  Spin-offs operating in ENEA (GENECHRONand INTREGA, Dr. Stefano Canese)
A presentation was made about the history of creation and activities carried out in ENEA towards identification and implementation of best business ideas and innovative technologies coming from research sector on the examples of two spin-off companies. It has been discussed the possibility of cooperation with Armenian research organizations and NAS RA in the field of assessment and marketing of innovative ideas and technology transfer offers. 

Generally, in all the aforementioned research fields Armenia has considerable potential and contacts of Italian colleagues and obtained materials have been disseminated to relevant Armenian institutions with a purpose of facilitating establishing contacts and further cooperation, in particular, within possible FP7 project proposals.     

5. Information on RD programmes of the host institution.
Please list RD programmes of the host institution which were evaluated during the visit and additional indicate Programmes of the host institution  were detailed fact sheet have been prepared (Detailed fact sheets need to be attached in Annex 1)
	Name of Programme
	Detailed fact sheet (Yes/No)

	Ministry of Education, University and Research, Applied Research Fund
	Yes*

	Ministry of Economic Development 
	Yes*

	Central European Initiative 
	Yes*

	Ministry of Environment 
	Yes*

	
	


* Detailed fact sheets of all these programs has been provided by ENEA

6. Identification of Good Practice programme
Please list and discuss the programmes you believe could serve as a model for the up coming BS ERA NET joined call. Please refer to application, evaluation, selection and administration procedures in context of a multilateral programme.
All the presented programmes have both positive and negative features which can serve as model for BS ERA NET joined call. Though taking into account international and multilateral character of the call, more relevant seems to be CEI’s CERES research fellowship programme in terms of project evaluation and selection. 

Generally, during discussion of the issue with the leadership of SCS-RA, Armenian PO, it has been confirmed the interest of SCS for participation in BS ERA NET joint call. The approach of the SCS-RA towards setting up a joint programme is that it should be a new programme which might include 3-4 partners/countries. This can be 1-2 year researchers exchange program with up to 10000 EUR funding per project. Evaluation and selection procedure can be organized both on national level with further matchmaking among partners on a level of joint experts group or it can be allocated to a joint pool of experts with equal representation from each participating country. Further administration and reporting can be managed on a country level. But surely these issues need to be further discussed with relevant stakeholders based on concrete set of participants and thematic coverage.    
7. Your general remarks to the visit

Please indicate your lessons learned or take home message from the visit. Summarize obtained information which may have an impact to your programmes in your home institution.
Generally, the visit was very well organized and useful in terms of getting acquainted with national and international research programmes implemented by Italian and international organizations and making contacts with representatives of attended organizations and researchers for future collaboration. In this sense we would like to express our thanks to representatives of host organization ENEA for organization of the visit and setting up effective programme. 

As a complementary result it can be mentioned that during meeting with Head of International Relations Office of Italian CNR it has been discussed the possibility of establishing closer scientific cooperation between Italy and Armenia within joint call for proposals. Presently active communication is underway on the mode and mechanisms of such cooperation.     
Annex 1 Detailed Fact Sheets completed during short term Visit

